
The Aldersgate logo was inspired by the Love Sculpture in Philadelphia, PA., to 

remind us that God is Love and that Love is the Greatest Commandment. 

Aldersgate

    Our sermon series, “With God’s Son: Following our Rabbi through the Gospel of Matthew,” consists of 

several sub-series. The current sub-series, “The Kingdom of Heaven,”  is rooted in Matthew Chapter 4, 

in which the gospel’s major theme of the kingdom begins to unfold. Today’s sermon, “Dust of our 

Rabbi” is the second in the series and explores what it means to follow Jesus in this life. You will 

find an order of service on Page 4 and sermon notes on Page 5.  
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Series Spiritual Practice: You are invited to read through the 

Gospel of Matthew once a month for the next 12 months. This 

will give us an opportunity to focus on the whole book while we share the sermons 

based on passages in the book of Matthew at the same time.   



             Our Mission:  To raise 

up deeply devoted disciples of Jesus 

 Our Mission Field:  Aldersgate Academy, Bowie Elementary School, 

Regularly Scheduled Services  

and Opportunities to Grow and Serve 

All are welcome!  

Please contact the Church Office 

 if you’d like to know more about becoming involved. 

Ministry Leaders 

Pastor: Steve Brooks (325) 660-4415 

Associate Pastor:  

     Amy Wilson Feltz (325) 660-5017 

Music: David Wallis 

Children: Alayna Brooks & Amber Redman 

Youth/Contemporary Worship: 

     Daniel Mathis 

College/Young Adults: Kyle Watson 

Connections: Jessica Watson 

Administration/Finance: Mary Chavez Lust 

Reception: Susan Acosta 

Academy: Carol Rogers 

Custodial Services: Robert Sandoval 
 

Staying Connected 

Office Hours:  

       Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 a.m. -12 p.m.,               

              1p.m.-4:30 p.m. 

       Fri. 8:30 a.m.-12 p.m. 

www.aldersgateabilene.org 

 

ENews: Sign up on our website to 

receive our weekly electronic 

newsletter, or send an email to 

news@aldersgateabilene.org.  

Facebook: facebook.com/

AldersgateUnitedMethodist Church 

Twitter:@AldersgateABI 

Instagram:@aldersgateabi 

Text Message Reminders: 

     gracepeace to 313131 

Text To Give:  325-269-2032 

THIS WEEK 

Sunday, January 22:  

  9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship 

10:05 a.m. Sunday School  

11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship  

  5:00 p.m. Kids For Christ  

  5:00 p.m. Youth Ministry 

  5:15 p.m. Growth Groups  

  7:30 p.m. College Ministry 

   

Monday, January 23:  

  6:30 p.m.   Martha Circle 

  7:00 p.m.  Boy Scouts 

 

Tuesday, January 24: 

  6:00 p.m. Handbell Choir Practice 

     

 Wednesday, January 25: 

  2:00 p.m.  Growth Groups  

  6:30 p.m.  Growth Groups 

  7:00 p.m.  Choir Practice 

 

Thursday, January 26: 

12:00 p.m.  Sr Adult Lunch & Games 

  7:30 p.m.     Contemporary Band Practice 

 

 

 

COMING UP 

 

Sunday, January 29:  BOY SCOUT SUNDAY 

   



Connections: The Church, Liturgy and Art 
      The history of  Christian Church includes a 

rich relationship with art. In the early Church, 

ability to read and write often was held only by 

the elite and educated, leaving the majority to 

rely on the verbal stories and proclamation of 

Rabbis and teachers. In an attempt to proclaim 

the gospel and the narratives of the Christian 

faith, artists constructed stained glass windows 

and worship banners to adorn sanctuaries. The 

symbols, colors and characters in these artworks 

served as reminders of the liturgical season, Bible 

stories and theological truths. 

      For the next five weeks, the art gallery space in our main hallway will be adorned with the 

beautiful worship banners that typically hang in our sanctuary throughout the year. Most of these 

banners were handmade by Aldersgate member Betty Hammons. For years, Betty has invested in 

this important Christian tradition not only through the act of creating banners but also in 

educating people about the significance of the details of each banner. She even put together a 

booklet that contains the meaning of the worship banners and the stained glass windows.   

      For years, Betty and her husband, Glyn, have come up to the church to hang the banners in 

accordance to the Church calendar. Although it is easy to miss, the changes of banners on the 

walls, the paraments on the altar and the stoles that our pastors wear are meant to serve as 

symbolic reminders for all who worship. The Advent colors remind us that we are in a season of 

waiting. The Lenten colors remind us that we are in a season of penance. The Pentecost colors 

remind us of the gift of the Holy Spirit. Although churches all over the world are hearing different 

sermons and serving in different ways, the banners remind us that the Church is united.  

      Just recently, Betty and Glyn passed torch of hanging the liturgical banners to new members 

David and Michele Waldo, who have graciously agreed to take up the responsibility of reminding 

the church of our history and connectedness in this way.         

      During the next several weeks, please take the opportunity to view these banners up close and 

to read about their meaning. You may learn something new about the Christian calendar as your 

hearts are strangely warmed by these works of art.   — Jessica Watson     



McMurry: Food and Basketball 
A few weeks ago, I had the honor of 

witnessing some members of our church bless 

McMurry students who were required to 

return to campus early during the holiday 

break. (The men’s basketball team students 

only had 5 days off for the break before having 

to return for practices and games. During this 

time, the coaches were responsible for feeding 

the team because the dining hall was closed.) Knowing that the players would be ready for a 

hot, home-cooked meal, Aldersgate members prepared sloppy joe sandwiches and invited the 

team to come and eat in the Patio Room on Friday, December 30.  As the team left that night, 

the young men hugged our church members and offered their gratitude for the meal. And as I 

left, I hoped that we could continue this relationship between our church and these students 

because it is a blessing to us all! — Kyle Watson 

Generosity: So Many Ways to Give! 
      As we enter into the new year and reflect on the blessings of the past one, I’d like to  remind 

you of the many ways that you can continue to give to Aldersgate’s mission of raising up deeply 

devoted disciples of Jesus: 

 Cash or Check: Place cash or a personal check in the offering plates or baskets during our 

Sunday worship services or mail your offering to the church office. 

 Online Giving: Visit www.aldersgateabilene.org, click on the Give link and follow the 

instructions to make a secure gift with your debit or credit card or via EFT (Electronic 

Funds Transfer) from your bank account. You may choose to make a one-time gift or to 

select a convenient option to schedule recurring contributions. The first time you give, you 

will select a password that will enable you to log in at any time and to make changes to 

your giving or view your complete online giving history. 

 Text To Give: Make a one-time or recurring secure 

contribution from your smartphone. Simply send a text 

message to (325) 269-2032 with the amount you would like 

to contribute. Make sure to include the dollar sign before 

the amount. 

      If you’d like me to set up your online giving or if you have 

questions, please contact me at mary@aldersgateabilene.org.  

http://www.aldersgateabilene.org/
mailto:mary@aldersgateabilene.org


      Confirmation 2017 will launch on Sunday, February 12th from 3:30 – 

4:45 p.m. in the Chapel here at Aldersgate. Leading confirmation is one 

of the most important things I do as your pastor, and I am really excited 

about it!  

During confirmation, students in the 6
th

 through 12th grades are invited 

to come together with a parent to learn what it means to follow and 

believe in Jesus as savior and Lord.   

During the eight sessions (which will conclude on April 9th), we will discuss the most important 

questions of our faith:  Who is God?  What is God like?  What did God make?  Why did God 

make us in his image?  Who is Jesus?  What did Jesus say and do?  Why did Jesus die?  What is 

the resurrection?  Who is the Holy Spirit?  What is the church?  What is our future?  We will 

wrestle with these questions in a fun, sometimes quirky, rabbi sort of way.  

Much of content will be delivered via illustrated (not cheesy!) animated video and through 

group discussion. I ask a parent to be present with your child so that you are able to help your 

child wrestle with these questions of faith throughout the week and throughout life. I often 

have heard from parents who have attended my confirmation classes before that they thought 

they learned as much as their child did.  So cool! 

It is my hope and the design of this class that through meaningful discussions, conversations 

with their parents and their own reflection, our students will embrace this exciting opportunity 

to make their faith their own. On Easter Sunday, April 16th, the students will have the 

opportunity to “make firm” what happened at their baptism if they were baptized as an infant 

child or to make a public profession of faith and be baptized during our worship together if 

they have not yet done so. 

Please call or text me at (325) 660-4415 to ask 

questions and/or to sign-up to attend this class with 

your child. I look forward to sharing with your kids 

God’s hope and vision for their life to follow Jesus so 

closely that they get covered in his dust!  

Confirmation 2017 

Feb 12—Apr 9 

Youth: 6th-12th grades 

 



Budget for 2017 =     $ TBD 

Received This Week =              $      9,015.00  

Received This Month-to-Date =  $    49,111.00 

Received Year-to-Date =   $    49,111.00 

    

2016 Faith Promise Pledge =             $   38,312.00 

2016 Faith Promise Contributions = $   43,608.00 

At Aldersgate, all are invited to practice faithfulness in our prayers, presence 
(attendance), gifts (offering of money), service (action in the community) and 
witness (sharing our faith). You will find information about service and 
witness throughout the pages of Aldersgate In Action. This page is dedicated to 
matters of prayer, presence, and gifts. 

In Depth 

Clay Meadows 

Doris Ogden 

Lou Swindell 

Ken Schmidt 

Rosalee Schmidt 

Alice Shaw 

Alice Alcala 

Carolyn Strain 

Military and Families 

Millie Speed 

Sarah Doucette 

Delmon Wilson 

Billie Langston 

Judy English 

Charles Myrick 

Clinton Gayle 

Addison English 

Lora Langford 

Bob Kuykendall 

Kay Burkhart 

Billy & Jennifer Butler 

Jazmine Lara, Academy student  

 

 

Prayers:  

                   

      

 

Presence and Gifts: 1.15.2017 

To learn more about ways to give: visit our website 

www.aldersgateabilene.org or contact Mary Chavez Lust 

at 672-7893 or via email at mary@aldersgateabilene.org. 

 Methodist Food Pantry (N. 1st and Shelton): Aldersgate volunteers serve on the second Tuesday 

of the month, from 3:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Free childcare is available. For more information call 

Susan Steele at 605-381-6322. 

Service:  

9:00 a.m. Traditional Service = 164 

11:00 a.m. Contemporary Service = 208 

Sunday School = 180 

 

Sunday School classes are offered 

 at 10:05 a.m. for all ages. To learn more 

about Adult Sunday School classes, 

contact Amy Wilson Feltz at  

672-7893 or via e-mail at 

amywilsonfeltz@aldersgateabilene.org. 



 

“When a person is evoked for who she is, not who she is not, the most often result will be the inner  
healing of her heart through the touch of affirmation.”   

–Brennan Manning, The Furious Longing of God. 

 

 

“ Those who aren't following Jesus aren't his followers. It's that simple. Followers follow, and those who don't follow 
aren't followers. To follow Jesus means to follow Jesus into a society where justice rules and where love shapes 

everything. To follow Jesus means to take up his dream and work for it.”  
 -- Scot McKnight, One.Life:  Jesus Calls, We Follow 


